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as already anticipated in the chapters on Ijmaf and Ijtihad,
relate chiefly to the applications of fiqh, for we have seen
that in the theory of fiqh (usul~al-fiqh) they practically all
follow the same principles. Al-Sha'rani has likened the
several orthodox schools to so many roads, all leading to
the same goal. Thus they have never called one another
heretical (kafir}, and they usually allow a shifting of alle-
giance from one orthodox school to another. Of the many
schools, which existed, only six, all of them orthodox, have
been able to obtain a following. They are known as the
six " followed " (matbu'ah) schools, and are the Hanifite,
Malikite, Shafiite, Hanbalite, and those of al-Thawri and
Dawud. The first four are the ones which have had the
largest following and have survived to our own day; the
last two could not survive beyond the seventh century of
the Hifrah. The rest of the orthodox schools have had
little or no following. Here are the most important of
the orthodox schools.

The Hanifites. The founder of this school is Abu
Hanifah Na'man Ibn Thabit (80/699-150/767) / His grand-
father was brought from Persia to Kufah as a slave and
later obtained his freedom. According to the historian
Ibn Khallikan,1 Abu Hanifah was born early enough to
have met with four of the Companions, namely, Anas Ibn
Malik, 'Abdallah Ibn Awfa who resided at Kufah, and two
others, but that he never saw them nor obtained from any of
them traditions respecting the Prophet. His disciples have
claimed the contrary. According to the same author, Ja'f ar
Ibn Rabi'ah said that he had attended the lessons of Abu
Hanifah during five years and never met a man who would
remain silent as long as he; but that when he was questioned

1 This notation signifies the dates 80-150 Hijrah and 699-767 A. D.

2 Vol. iii, p. 556.